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IN THE CLAIMS; 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for br ee din go f producing tomato 
plants that produc e tomato e s fmit with r e duc e d fruit wat e r cont e nt comprising tli e 
stops o f capable of natural dehydration comprising : 

fa) crossing at least one Lycopersicon esculentum plant with a 
Lycopersicon spp. to produce hybrid seed plants : 

collecting the first gonoration of hybrid seeds; 

growing plants from th e first g e n e ration of hybrid se e ds; 

poUinatmg tlie plants of th e most recent hybrid g e n e ration; 

collecting th e s ee ds produced by th e most r e c e nt hybrid g e n e ration; 

growing plants from th e s ee ds of th e most rec e nt hybrid gen e ration; 

allowing plants to remain on the vine past the point of normal ripening; and 

(b) growing said hybrid plants past a stage of fniit ripening: and 

(c) screening said hybrid plants fe f- and isolating plants having fruit 
d e hydration accompanied by ext e nd e d pr e s e rvation of th e rip e fioiit, wh e r e in th e ripe 
fruit ha s lost at least 30% of it s r e d ripe fruit wat e r cont e nt exhibiting a wrinkling 
phenotype. thereby producing tomato fruit capable of natuial dehydration . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1^ wherein the 
step sstep (a) is effected by- el^ pollinating, collecting the seeds, and growing said 
hybrid p lants are repeat e d at l e ast once . 

3. -4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein ^ 
said L ycopersicon spp^^^\e^is-&r_Lycopersicon hirsutum-pkff!^. 



6.-10. (Cancelled) 
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11. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising and additionally comprising th e step of propagating th e plants with 
harvestin g said t omato fruits having the d e sired characteristics o f foUowing fruit 
d e hvdratio n wrinklin g accompani e d by ext e nd e d pr e s e rvation of the ripe fruit, wh e r e in 
th e ripo fruit has lost at l e ast 30% of its rod ripe fruit wat e r cont e nt . 

12. -14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A n isolated —whole tomato fruit of the 
Lycopersicon esculentum species_characterized by skin wrinkling caused by natural 
fruit dehvdration a capability of natural d e hydration while on a tomato plant, natural 
d e hydi'ation being d e fin e d as loss of at l e ast 30% of red rip e fruit wat e r cont e nt wh e n 
th e fruit is allow e d to r e main on th e plant aft e r a normal ripe harv e st stag e , said 
natural dehydration b e ing gen e mlly unaccompani e d by microbial spoilag e. 



16. (Currently Amended) A n isolated -whole tomato fruit of the Lycopersicon 
esculentum species ^characterized by skin wrinkling and an untreated skin which 
p e rmits dehydration of the fruit so as to obtain loss of at least 30% of r e d rip e fruit 
water content, said d e hydration b e ing generally miaccompaniod by microbial spoilage . 



